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ABSTRACT :The Persianate culture and Islam were two major influences on the medieval Indian history and society. 

This article compares and contrasts the two Islamic empires that ruled over India during this period: the Delhi Sultanate 

and the Mughal Empire. The article examines how these empires adopted, adapted, and disseminated the Persianate 

culture and Islam in India, and how they interacted with the indigenous traditions and groups. The article also discusses 

the impact, challenges, responses, legacy, and relevance of the Persianate culture and Islam in India. The article aims to 

provide a comprehensive and nuanced understanding of the complexity and richness of the medieval Indian 

civilization. 
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Introduction 
 

The Persianate culture and Islam were two major 

influences on the medieval Indian history and society. 

This article compares and contrasts the two Islamic 

empires that ruled over India during this period: the 

Delhi Sultanate and the Mughal Empire. 

The Delhi Sultanate was the first Islamic empire in 

India, founded by Qutb al-Din Aibak in 1206. It 

comprised of five dynasties: the Mamluks, the Khaljis, 

the Tughlaqs, the Sayyids, and the Lodis. The Delhi 

Sultanate faced several challenges from the Mongol 

invasions, the regional Hindu kingdoms, and the 

internal rebellions. It also expanded its territory to 

include most of northern and central India, as well as 

parts of southern India. 

The Mughal Empire was the second and the largest 

Islamic empire in India, founded by Babur in 1526. It 

reached its zenith under Akbar, who consolidated and 

expanded the empire to include most of South Asia and 

parts of Central Asia. The Mughal Empire also 

witnessed a golden age of culture, art, literature, and 

science under Akbar and his successors, such as 

Jahangir, Shah Jahan, and Aurangzeb. The Mughal 

Empire declined in the 18th century due to the rise of 

the Maratha Confederacy, the Afghan invasions, and 

the British colonialism. 

The Persianate culture was a transregional phenomenon 

that spanned across Iran, Central Asia, and South Asia, 

and was characterized by the use of Persian language, 

literature, art, architecture, and institutions. The 

Persianate culture also influenced the religious, political, 

and social aspects of life in medieval India. Both the 

Delhi Sultanate and the Mughal Empire adopted, 

adapted, and disseminated the Persianate culture and 

Islam in India, and interacted with the indigenous 

traditions and groups. 

The main research question of this article is: How did 

the Delhi Sultanate and the Mughal Empire compare and 

contrast in their adoption, adaptation, and dissemination 

of the Persianate culture and Islam in India? The specific 

objectives of this article are: 

• To examine how these empires adopted the 

Persianate culture and Islam as their markers of 

identity and legitimacy 

• To analyze how these empires adapted the 

Persianate culture and Islam to the local context 

and conditions 

• To explore how these empires disseminated the 

Persianate culture and Islam among the masses 

and the elites 

• To investigate how these empires interacted 

with the indigenous traditions and groups 

• To evaluate the impact, challenges, responses, 

legacy, and relevance of the Persianate culture 

and Islam in India 

The approach and methods of this article are based on 

the historical and comparative analysis of the primary 

and secondary sources on the Delhi Sultanate and the 

Mughal Empire, as well as the Persianate culture and 
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Islam in India. The sources include the official 

histories, chronicles, biographies, memoirs, letters, 

inscriptions, coins, paintings, monuments, and 

manuscripts of these empires, as well as the modern 

scholarly works on the topic. 

The novelty and contributions of this article are: 

• To provide a comprehensive and nuanced 

understanding of the complexity and richness 

of the medieval Indian civilization 

• To highlight the diversity and dynamism of 

the Persianate culture and Islam in India 

• To demonstrate the interaction and integration 

of multiple traditions and identities in India 

• To challenge the stereotypes and 

misconceptions about the Islamic rule and 

culture in India 

• To foster the appreciation and dialogue of the 

Persianate culture and Islam in India 

The structure of this article is as follows: 

• The first section compares and contrasts the 

main features of the Delhi Sultanate and the 

Mughal Empire, such as their rulers, 

territories, religions, languages, architectures, 

and arts 

• The second section examines the impact of the 

Persianate culture and Islam on the Indian 

society, such as the development of a new 

Indo-Persian culture, the emergence of a new 

social and religious identity of the Indian 

Muslims, the creation of a new political and 

economic elite of the Indian Muslims, the 

diffusion of Islamic knowledge and learning 

in India, and the expansion of Islamic 

spirituality and piety in India 

• The third section discusses the challenges and 

responses of the Persianate culture and Islam 

in India, such as the diversity and complexity 

of the Indian society, the resistance and 

opposition of the Indian society, the reform 

and revival of the Indian society, and the 

competition and conflict of the Indian society 

• The fourth section analyzes the legacy and 

relevance of the Persianate culture and Islam 

in India, such as the preservation and 

continuation of the Persian language, 

literature, and art in India, the recognition and 

appreciation of the Persianate culture and 

Islam as an integral part of the Indian 

civilization, heritage, and identity, the revival 

and reassertion of the Persianate culture and 

Islam in India, and the engagement and 

dialogue of the Persianate culture and Islam in 

India 

• The conclusion summarizes the main findings 

and arguments of the article, and suggests some 

directions for future research 

The period between 1000 and 1765 CE is often regarded 

as the middle or medieval period of Indian history. This 

period witnessed the arrival and establishment of Islamic 

rule and culture in the subcontinent, first by the Turkic 

invaders from Central Asia and later by the Mughal 

dynasty of Timurid origin. The interaction between the 

Islamic and the indigenous traditions resulted in the 

emergence of a new cultural synthesis that can be 

termed as the Persianate culture. The Persianate culture 

was a transregional phenomenon that spanned across 

Iran, Central Asia, and South Asia, and was 

characterized by the use of Persian language, literature, 

art, architecture, and institutions. The Persianate culture 

also influenced the religious, political, and social aspects 

of life in medieval India. In this article, we will compare 

and contrast the two major Islamic empires that ruled 

over India during this period: the Delhi Sultanate and the 

Mughal Empire. 

The Delhi Sultanate (1206-1526) 

The Delhi Sultanate was the first Islamic empire in 

India, founded by Qutb al-Din Aibak, a former slave of 

Muhammad of Ghur, in 1206. The Delhi Sultanate 

comprised of five dynasties: the Mamluks, the Khaljis, 

the Tughlaqs, the Sayyids, and the Lodis. The Delhi 

Sultanate faced several challenges from the Mongol 

invasions, the regional Hindu kingdoms, and the internal 

rebellions. The Delhi Sultanate also expanded its 

territory to include most of northern and central India, as 

well as parts of southern India. 

The Delhi Sultanate was influenced by the Persianate 

culture in various ways. The sultans adopted Persian as 

the official language of administration and patronized 

Persian poets, historians, and scholars. The sultans also 

adopted the Persian concept of kingship, which 

emphasized the divine right, justice, and benevolence of 

the ruler. The sultans also built monumental structures in 

the Persian style, such as the Qutb Minar, the Alai 

Darwaza, and the Tughlaqabad Fort. The sultans also 

promoted the spread of Islam in India, both by force and 

by persuasion. The sultans supported the Muslim 

religious scholars (ulama) and the Muslim mystics 

(sufis), who played an important role in converting the 

local population to Islam. The sultans also implemented 
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the Islamic law (sharia) and levied a tax (jizya) on the 

non-Muslims. 

However, the Delhi Sultanate was not a monolithic 

entity, and there were variations and adaptations in the 

Persianate culture according to the local context. The 

sultans also interacted with the indigenous traditions, 

such as the Sanskrit culture, the Hindu religion, and the 

regional languages. The sultans also adopted some of 

the local customs and practices, such as the use of 

elephants, the celebration of festivals, and the 

patronage of Hindu temples. The sultans also 

assimilated some of the local elites, such as the 

Rajputs, the Jats, and the Afghans, into their 

administration and army. The sultans also faced 

resistance and opposition from some of the local 

groups, such as the Bhakti saints, the Vijayanagara 

Empire, and the Sikh movement. 

The Mughal Empire (1526-1857) 

The Mughal Empire was the second and the largest 

Islamic empire in India, founded by Babur, a 

descendant of Timur and Genghis Khan, in 1526. The 

Mughal Empire reached its zenith under Akbar, who 

consolidated and expanded the empire to include most 

of South Asia and parts of Central Asia. The Mughal 

Empire also witnessed a golden age of culture, art, 

literature, and science under Akbar and his successors, 

such as Jahangir, Shah Jahan, and Aurangzeb. The 

Mughal Empire declined in the 18th century due to the 

rise of the Maratha Confederacy, the Afghan invasions, 

and the British colonialism. 

The Mughal Empire was also influenced by the 

Persianate culture in various ways. The Mughals 

adopted Persian as the official language of 

administration and patronized Persian poets, historians, 

and artists. The Mughals also adopted the Persian 

concept of kingship, which emphasized the absolute 

authority, magnificence, and charisma of the ruler. The 

Mughals also built monumental structures in the 

Persian style, such as the Taj Mahal, the Red Fort, and 

the Fatehpur Sikri. The Mughals also promoted the 

spread of Islam in India, both by force and by 

tolerance. The Mughals supported the Muslim religious 

scholars (ulama) and the Muslim mystics (sufis), who 

played an important role in propagating Islam among 

the masses. The Mughals also implemented the Islamic 

law (sharia) and levied a tax (jizya) on the non-

Muslims. 

However, the Mughal Empire was also a diverse and 

dynamic entity, and there were variations and  

 

innovations in the Persianate culture according to the 

local context. The Mughals also interacted with the 

indigenous traditions, such as the Sanskrit culture, the 

Hindu religion, and the regional languages. The 

Mughals also adopted some of the local customs and 

practices, such as the use of gunpowder, the cultivation 

of crops, and the patronage of music and dance. The 

Mughals also assimilated some of the local elites, such 

as the Rajputs, the Marathas, and the Sikhs, into their 

administration and army. The Mughals also faced 

resistance and opposition from some of the local groups, 

such as the Deccan Sultanates, the Ahom Kingdom, and 

the Bengal Nawabs. 

I’m glad you liked the article I wrote for you. Here are 

some possible additional sections you can add to it: 

The Impact of the Persianate Culture and Islam on 

Indian Society 

The Persianate culture and Islam had a profound impact 

on the Indian society in various ways. Some of the 

impacts are: 

• The development of a new Indo-Persian culture 

that blended the elements of Persian and Indian 

traditions, such as the Urdu language, the 

Mughal painting, the Hindustani music, and the 

Indo-Islamic architecture. 

• The emergence of a new social and religious 

identity of the Indian Muslims, who adopted 

the Persianate culture and Islam as their 

markers of distinction and belonging, while 

also maintaining their regional and ethnic 

diversity. 

• The creation of a new political and economic 

elite of the Indian Muslims, who served as the 

administrators, generals, merchants, and 

scholars of the Delhi Sultanate and the Mughal 

Empire, and who also established their own 

regional states and dynasties. 

• The diffusion of Islamic knowledge and 

learning in India, which enriched the fields of 

theology, law, philosophy, history, literature, 

science, and medicine, and which also fostered 

the intellectual exchanges and debates among 

the Muslim and non-Muslim scholars. 

• The expansion of Islamic spirituality and piety 

in India, which manifested in the growth of the 

Sufi orders, the construction of the mosques 

and shrines, the performance of the rituals and 

festivals, and the conversion of the masses to 

Islam. 
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The Challenges and Responses of the Persianate 

Culture and Islam in India 

The Persianate culture and Islam also faced several 

challenges and responses in India, both from within 

and from without. Some of the challenges and 

responses are: 

• The diversity and complexity of the Indian 

society, which posed the problems of 

governance, legitimacy, and integration for 

the Islamic rulers, and which also required the 

adaptation and accommodation of the 

Persianate culture and Islam to the local 

context and conditions. 

• The resistance and opposition of the Indian 

society, which expressed in the form of 

revolts, rebellions, and wars by the non-

Muslim groups, such as the Rajputs, the 

Marathas, the Sikhs, and the Jats, who sought 

to preserve their autonomy, sovereignty, and 

identity against the Islamic domination. 

• The reform and revival of the Indian society, 

which manifested in the form of movements, 

sects, and schools by the Muslim and non-

Muslim groups, such as the Deobandis, the 

Wahhabis, the Ahl-i Hadith, the Shi’as, the 

Isma’ilis, the Bhakti saints, the Sikh Gurus, 

and the Brahmo Samaj, who sought to purify, 

reinterpret, and reform their religious and 

cultural traditions in the light of the changing 

times and circumstances. 

• The competition and conflict of the Indian 

society, which resulted from the arrival and 

intervention of the European powers, such as 

the Portuguese, the Dutch, the French, and the 

British, who sought to exploit, influence, and 

dominate the political, economic, and cultural 

affairs of India. 

Sure, I can add one more section to the article. Here is 

a possible section you can add: 

The Legacy and Relevance of the Persianate 

Culture and Islam in India 

The Persianate culture and Islam have left a lasting 

legacy and relevance in India, both in terms of material 

and immaterial aspects. Some of the legacy and 

relevance are: 

• The preservation and continuation of the 

Persian language, literature, and art in India, 

especially among the Muslim communities, 

the Parsis, and the Indo-Persian elites, who 

have produced and contributed to the rich and 

diverse corpus of Persian works in India. 

• The recognition and appreciation of the 

Persianate culture and Islam as an integral part 

of the Indian civilization, heritage, and identity, 

especially by the secular and pluralist 

movements, scholars, and institutions, who 

have highlighted the syncretic and inclusive 

nature of the Indo-Persian culture and society. 

• The revival and reassertion of the Persianate 

culture and Islam in India, especially by the 

nationalist and communalist movements, 

groups, and parties, who have invoked the 

historical memories and symbols of the Delhi 

Sultanate and the Mughal Empire to advance 

their political and ideological agendas and 

interests. 

• The engagement and dialogue of the Persianate 

culture and Islam in India, especially by the 

global and regional actors, organizations, and 

networks, who have explored the historical and 

contemporary connections and interactions 

between India and the Persianate world, such as 

Iran, Afghanistan, and Central Asia. 

Conclusion 

The Persianate culture and Islam in medieval India were 

not static or uniform phenomena, but rather dynamic and 

diverse processes that involved the interaction and 

integration of multiple traditions and identities. The 

Delhi Sultanate and the Mughal Empire were the two 

major Islamic empires that ruled over India during this 

period, and they both contributed to the development 

and dissemination of the Persianate culture and Islam in 

the subcontinent. However, they also differed in their 

extent, duration, and nature of their rule and their 

relationship with the local population. The comparison 

and contrast of these two empires can help us understand 

the complexity and richness of the medieval Indian 

history and culture. 
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